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Introduction 
In the past few years, climate change issues have become a greater priority for the Essex 
County Region. Over the past two years, the community has been coming together to address 
climate concerns. A key outcome of the regional Climate Change Summit in 2018 was the 
development of the Windsor Essex Climate Change Collaborative (WEC3). The WEC3 
brings together “community leaders, experts, regional stakeholders, and community members 
to move towards a low-carbon economy and improve our resilience to our changing climate.” 
The regional collaborative builds on the foundational work of local communities. 
In 2019, the County of Essex, the City of Windsor, and others declared a climate emergency. A 
climate emergency recognizes the need for robust and permanent changes to address climate 
issues, that the future climate performance must be a high priority in all decisions, and calls for 
cooperation in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) in the region. 

The development of a Regional Energy Plan is the next step on this climate action journey. The 
Regional Energy Plan will include a vision, guiding principles, and goals. It will include a series 
of recommendations to reduce GHGs, create local jobs and ensure reliable and affordable 
sources of energy for all sectors into the future. The Plan is being developed under the 
guidance of a Project Working Team and a Community Task Force. In August and September 
2020, community members shared their views on a proposed vision and principles, as well as 
priorities for action through a community questionnaire. The responses will be used to help 
shape the final Regional Energy Plan. 
 
For more information about the plan’s development, please visit the County of Essex Regional 
Energy Plan 

Result Highlights 
 

• There were 166 respondents to the questionnaire.  
• Nearly all respondents believe that taking local action on energy and climate change 

is of high importance. 
• Most respondents believe that we should do more to address energy and climate 

change. 
• Respondents felt that there are several benefits to undertaking a regional energy plan, 

including reducing GHG emissions, reducing costs, creating jobs, and creating a more 
resilient energy system. 

• Most respondents indicated they are concerned about energy and climate change and 
the local economy. 

• Most respondents were supportive of the draft vision and principles and provided the 
following suggested improvements.  

o Specifically, the Vision should include: 
 Greater emphasis on environment, quality of life and equity; 
 Focus on effectiveness and leadership rather than “global centre 

of excellence”; and 
 Include the entire community, not just residents. 

o Specifically, the Principles should have a greater emphasis on:  

https://essexregionconservation.ca/watershed-health/climate-change/
https://www.countyofessex.ca/en/essex-county-regional-energy-plan.aspx
https://www.countyofessex.ca/en/essex-county-regional-energy-plan.aspx
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 The natural environment, renewable energy and the impacts of land use 
planning and design; 

 Transportation; 
 Education and communications; 
 Include equity and affordability; and 
 Cost competitiveness. 

• Respondents indicated that the most significant priorities for initial action include:  
o Reducing the energy used by greenhouses and other industries; 
o Transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable resources; and 
o educating residents about climate change, energy use and sustainable actions. 

Individual Perspectives 
Respondents shared their perceptions of energy use and climate change within Essex County. 
They were asked how important it is for local communities to act, what actions they are taking, 
and the reasons and benefits for Essex County to undertake a community energy plan. 
Respondents shared their concerns about energy, climate change, and the local economy. 
Finally, respondents shared their opinions on what Essex’s ideal energy future would look like in 
2050.  

How important is it for local communities to act on energy use and climate change? 
Figure 1 shows that most respondents felt that it was of the highest importance (5) for local 
communities to act on energy use and climate change. 

  
Figure 1: Perspectives on the importance of local communities to act on energy use and climate change in Essex 

County, (n=164). 

As a region, should we be doing more to reduce energy use and fight climate change? 
Figure 2 shows that 87% of respondents felt that more should be done in the region to reduce 
energy use and fight climate change. 13% responded that the region should not be doing more 
to reduce energy use and fight climate change.  
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Figure 2: Perspectives on if more should be done in the region to reduce energy use and fight climate change in 

Essex County, (n=164). 

What actions have you taken to reduce energy consumption and fight climate change? 
A summary of the actions that respondents shared is listed below. 

• Reducing driving and increasing 
carpooling 

• Using transit and active transportation 
• Remote working 
• Composting 
• Planting trees, food, and native 

species 
• Limiting heating and air conditioner 

use 
• Using energy efficient appliances and 

vehicles, and reducing usage 
• Using energy at off-peak times 
• Doing home energy retrofits 

(insulation, windows, doors, rainwater 
collection and reuse, solar panels) 
and using rebate programs 

• Reducing the consumption of meat 
and reducing food waste 

• Shopping local and reducing the 
number of trips 

• Discussing climate issues with family 
and friends 

• Choosing careers in environmental 
fields, pushing for reduced energy 
usage and fighting climate change at 
work 

• Voting for parties that make climate 
action a priority 

• Reduce/reuse/recycle, especially 
plastics 

What are the most important reasons for the County of Essex to create a plan to 
address local energy use? 
Respondents rated the most important reasons for Essex County to create a REP on a scale of 
1-5. Of the seven options, “reducing greenhouse gas pollution to fight climate change” had the 
highest average score of 4.31; however, all ratings followed quite closely behind (Figure 3). The 
lowest rated reason was “generating my own energy” and was scored at an average of 3.33 out 
of 5 across all respondents.  

Yes
87%

No
13%

As a region, should we be doing more to reduce 
energy use and fight climate change?
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Figure 3: Perspectives on the most important reasons for the County of Essex to create a plan to address local 

energy use. 

How important are the following benefits in developing a plan for local energy use? 
The questionnaire shared seven benefits to developing a plan for local energy use and asked 
respondents to rate each one out of 5. As shown in Figure 4, protecting greenspace and urban 
trees was rated the most important, with an average rating of 4.54 across all respondents. 
Cleaner air and reducing energy poverty were the second and third highest-rated benefits.  

 
Figure 4: Perspectives on the benefits of developing a plan for local energy use in Essex County. 
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Do you have any concerns about energy or climate change in your community, now or 
in the future? 
As shown in Figure 5, 80% of respondents said they have concerns about energy or climate 
change in their community now or in the future. Even percent (11%) indicated they were not 
concerned, and 9% were unsure.  

 
Figure 5: Perspectives on whether energy or climate change is a concern in the community in Essex County, (n=162). 

Concerns identified by respondents include:  

• The amount of energy use in Essex County. The amount of energy use per person and 
the impacts of industrial energy use were mentioned. Respondents wanted to see 
energy produced in the County used within the local area.  

• The impacts of climate change and degradation of the environment. Concerns over 
pollution, wildlife and ecosystem degradation, increased flooding and erosion, and 
increased severe weather were noted.  

• The disproportional impacts of climate change and environmental degradation for low-
income, Black and Indigenous communities. Housing and energy security for the elderly 
and young adults was mentioned.  

• The environmental impacts of the greenhouse industry when there is not enough 
economic benefit to residents. Impacts such as water and energy pollution, including 
light pollution impacts on bird migration, were identified.  

• A need to focus on reducing emissions from transportation, livestock and farming was 
noted. Solutions that focus on making it easier for people to walk, bike and take transit in 
the County were important.  

• Climate science is not currently the basis for decision making in energy, health, 
environment, and climate policy. Respondents suggested a need for strong political will, 
and to recognize the climate emergency.  

• That action is too late to have the necessary impacts. Respondents shared suggestions 
for implementing a green bin program, increasing building code requirements, and a 
change in local energy use by-laws.  

Yes
80%

Unsure
9%

No
11%

Do you have concerns about energy or climate 
change in your community? 
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• The need for education was highlighted, with respondents indicating that polarized 
discussions of climate change debate make it hard to discern reliable evidence. 

• Of those who were “unconcerned”, some suggested there was too much hysteria over 
climate change, although others were “not concerned” because it seemed like Essex 
County was mobilizing against climate change.  Costs of being environmentally friendly, 
including the impacts of the carbon tax on consumers, were noted.  

Do you have any concerns about the local economy, now or into the future? 
Most respondents (69%) indicated they had concerns about the local economy now and in the 
future (Figure 6). Twelve percent (12%) indicated they did not have concerns about the local 
economy while 19% were unsure.  

 
Figure 6: Perspectives on whether the local economy is a concern now or into the future in Essex County, (n=163). 

Concerns about the local economy from respondent feedback include:  

• The potential for climate change to negatively impact farming and the local economy.  
• A need for local employment opportunities was shared.  
• Local energy development, such as windmills do not contribute to local energy use and 

is instead sold to the United States.  
• The cost of transitioning to a green economy and updating infrastructure would be high.  
• The current economic impacts of COVID-19 and the recovery that will be necessary 

were identified.  
• There not being enough benefit to the local economy from the greenhouse industry, 

although other respondents noted that the greenhouse industry does contribute a lot to 
the economy. Some respondents noted that greenhouses were a driver of energy use, 
although it was noted they were beneficial for local food production.  

• A lack of economic diversity in Essex County, respondents shared that Essex should 
become part of the green economy and that the local auto industry should retool to 
manufacture electric vehicles. 

Yes
69%

Unsure
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No
12%

Do you have any concerns about the local 
economy, now or into the future?
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• Future energy costs, especially as it relates to the green economy negatively impacting 
businesses, leaving them unable to compete globally (because of additional costs) were 
noted.  

• Providing good employment opportunities with livable wages and opportunities for 
advancement were mentioned. There was some concern about the social impacts of low 
wage jobs.  

• The economy does not prioritize the future of the environment. It was suggested that 
mitigating climate change could be an economic development strategy.  

• The investments needed in public and active transportation, affordable housing, 
healthcare, and mental health.  

• The loss of manufacturing jobs, and the impact that would have on the economy. The 
need to encourage wind turbine and solar production was mentioned.  

• Encouraging local small-scale manufacturing to reduce reliance on global shipping 
networks.  

• The importance of engaging youth and students in environmentally-focused careers.  
• A lack of trust in the government to help in this area.  

What does Essex County’s ideal energy future look like in 2050? 
Respondents shared their opinions on what Essex County’s ideal energy future would look like 
in 2050. Overall, respondents wanted to see: 

• Essex County as close to carbon neutral as possible, with the elimination of fossil fuels. 
Many people wanted to see a high percentage of renewables being used. However, 
some respondents shared that they did not want to see solar panels and windmills.  

• More use of nuclear power, natural gas, district energy, and waste to energy technology. 
Energy needs to be efficient, accessible, and affordable. The County could provide this 
service.  

• Inclusion of off-grid and smaller housing typologies, including rooftop solar on all new 
subdivisions.  

• Prioritization of the environment and conservation, including more trees, pesticide-free 
farming, and the restoration of wetlands to clean up lakes.  

• Inclusion of community-based solutions that generate income and add additional 
services to the community. Respondents wanted to see property owners generating 
electricity.  

• Agricultural and manufacturing sectors using sustainable energy sources or 
compensating for energy being used.  

• Higher density living, with efficient transit, active transportation, and shared electric 
vehicles. 

• A focus on reduced consumption and improved recycling.  
• An equitable, inclusive, and sustainable circular economy. 
• Essex County as a provincial and national leader in meeting the federal emissions 

reduction targets. Incentives were identified to do this. 
• Air-travel taxes as well as a penalty for excessive vehicle fuel consumption.  
• The community educated about environmental issues. 
• There were mixed opinions about government involvement, with some respondents 

looking for increased government support, and some looking for reduced government 
involvement.  
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• Some respondents shared that 2050 was too far of a horizon to envision, and some 
shared they were concerned about future generations.  

Vision & Principles 
Respondents were provided with the proposed vision and principles. They were asked whether 
the vision and proposed principles reflected their perspectives for Essex County’s ideal energy 
future. A majority of respondents indicated that the vision and principles were supported with 
some suggested refinements.  

Does the proposed vision reflect your ideas for an ideal energy future? 
The questionnaire included the following draft vision statement:  

“The Essex Region is a globally innovative and sustainable energy centre of excellence that 
benefits the economy and quality of life for residents and businesses.” 

Twenty-eight percent (28%) of respondents felt the vision reflected their ideas for an ideal 
energy future, 52% felt the vision was headed in the right direction, and 20% felt it needed more 
work to reflect what they think is most important (Figure 7).  

 
Figure 7: Perspectives on whether the proposed vision reflects an ideal energy future in Essex County, (n=156). 

Respondents suggested the following improvements to the vision statement:  
• Change the wording to the future instead of the present tense.  
• Emphasize quality of life and environmental preservation and restoration.  
• Make the vision statement inclusive and equitable. It is important to specifically address 

poverty, and the needs of racialized communities, the elderly, and marginalized 
populations, alongside the importance of focusing on education.  

• Focus on all people not just residents and businesses. 
• Focus on local as opposed to global. Replace the word “centre” with “community”.  
• Prioritize affordability, while including mitigating climate change.  
• Become a leader in showing other regions how to do this work and make the area 

attractive to visitors and tourists.  

The vision is 
great, I would not 

change a thing.
28%

It is headed in the 
right direction.

52%

It needs work to 
reflect what I 
think is most 
important.

20%

Does the proposed vision reflect your ideas for 
an ideal energy future?
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• Focus on ‘effective’ as opposed to ‘innovative’.  

Respondents provided the following additional comments: 
• Include shorter-term goals that lead to longer-term ones for accountability purposes.  
• The focus should be on actions, and that the vision may be too ambitious. Respondents 

shared that it would be an achievement if the vision is implemented.  
• Mixed opinions on whether the economy should be mentioned in the vision statement. 

Some respondents suggested it be removed, whereas others wanted economic viability 
to be part of the vision.  

• Different energy sources were mentioned throughout the responses. Respondents 
wanted nuclear and gas sources addressed as part of the solution, while some 
respondents shared that windmills and renewable energy development were 
inconvenient and expensive.  

• Some respondents shared that it is not affordable to address climate change at this time.  

How do you feel about the proposed principles? 
Respondents shared their perspectives about the following proposed principles: 

Environmental 

• Create a sustainable energy system that meets the needs of the present and future. It 
balances the environmental, economic, social, and cultural needs of Essex Region.  

• Respect climate science and work towards climate neutrality. 
• Recognize that the function, shape and layout of buildings and streets and healthy 

environments support human health. 

Energy and Climate 

• Test strategies against global best practices in terms of energy efficiency and emissions  

Economic and Social 

• Ensure all energy-related investments have acceptable risk-adjusted returns  
• Ensure energy costs are competitive with comparable North American communities  
• Create high-quality employment 
• Create energy solutions that are equitable across all sectors and demographics 

Reliability 

• Design reliable energy systems. The systems should be flexible to meet user needs, 
climate changes and new technology options.  

• Meet or exceed 2019 service level quality 

As Figure 8 shows, thirty-three percent (33%) of respondents felt the proposed principles were 
“great, and they would not change a thing”, 50% shared they felt they were “headed in the right 
direction”, and 17% shared they felt the principles “needed work to reflect what they think is 
most important”.  
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Figure 8: Reactions to the proposed Regional Energy Plan principles for Essex County, (n=153). 

Respondents suggested the following improvements to the principles:  

Environmental 
• Focus more on the environment, including preserving natural areas, and not just 

focusing on human needs. This section should reference that a lack of natural areas 
exacerbates climate change effects.  

• Focus on environmental sustainability, renewable resources, and public transportation.  
• Consider flooding and protecting natural areas that absorb pollution and floodwaters.  
• Consider training more young people to be passionate about the environment and 

environmental jobs. 
• Recognize that the function, shape, and layout of buildings and streets and healthy 

environments supports human health.  

Energy and Climate 
• Base decision-making on climate science.  
• Compare Canada to other industrial countries with good practices; do not limit 

comparisons to North America.  
• Reduce business with countries that are not working on their climate practices or citizen 

quality of life.  
• Tie energy and climate principles to emissions targets.  
• Provide opportunities for all homes in Essex County to have an energy assessment. 

Economic and Social 
• Strive to be better than carbon neutral.  
• Include public education and communication with incentives.  
• Encourage active transportation and electric vehicles.  
• Include equity and affordability.  
• Include programs that are already available to use in the Plan.  
• Keep resources in Canada.  
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• There was concern over putting the economy first since it is seemingly impossible to 
balance economics and carbon neutrality.  
 

Reliability 
• Focus on energy reliability and affordability.  
• Ensure costs are competitive implies that using a pricing tool for conservation (such as a 

carbon tax) would not be implemented and that it should remain an option at this time. 
Other respondents said it would require effort to ensure costs are better than 
comparable regions, and that there is a need to pay the true costs of energy use.  

• Reduce the commitment to energy reliability to encourage users to pursue backup 
systems was proposed.  

• Be mindful that local governments do not have control over energy costs.  

Overall 
• Respondents shared excitement to be a part of the Plan. They noted that plan should be 

realistic and concentrate on actions with specific goals for the community.  
• There was some concern about costs versus the return on investment, especially for 

homeowners.  
• A need for transitional planning and evaluation were identified. 

Priorities 
The Regional Energy Plan aims to improve the quality of life of residents and businesses while 
reducing energy costs and GHG emissions. To achieve these goals, considerable action needs 
to be taken across the community. The questionnaire asked respondents where initial efforts 
should focus on. 

In your opinion, where should we focus our initial efforts? 
As shown in Figure 9, respondents identified that reducing the amount of energy used by 
greenhouses and other industries, transitioning from fossil fuels (i.e. natural gas and gasoline) 
to renewable resources (i.e. solar, wind, hydroelectric) and educating residents about climate 
change, energy use and sustainable actions were the top priorities.  
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Figure 9: Opinions on areas of focus for initial efforts within the County of Essex Region Energy Plan.  

Next Steps 
The responses provided in the online questionnaire will be shared with the Project Working 
Team and Community Task Force. They will be used to refine the vision and principles and help 
shape the final Regional Energy Plan. Additional opportunities for community input will occur 
when proposed recommendations are prepared. 
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