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12th Annual Accessibility Workshop 

DRAFT Agenda 

Opening Doors and Minds 
This is a Scent Free Event 

Thursday, October 30, 2014 

St. Nicholas Macedonian Church Hall 
5225 Howard Avenue, LaSalle, Ontario N9A 6Z6 

This Accessibility Workshop is presented by the Essex County Accessibility Advisory 
Committee. 

Special thanks to the St. Nicholas Macedonian Eastern Orthodox Church Hall for 
their contributions 

9:00 AM to 9:30 AM Registration and Refreshments 

Opening Remarks – Hall A 

9:30 AM to 9:40 AM Linda Saxon, Chair, Essex County Accessibility Advisory 
Committee 

Keynote Speaker - Hall A 

9:40 AM to 10:45 AM Michael Yale 

Title: A Dog's Breakfast  

The life that was planned for Mike Yale was full of barriers and he rejected every one of 
them. He was supposed to become a lawyer. Instead, he was a concert pianist, pig 
farmer, radio programme director, community organizer, pet-shop owner, investigator of 
human rights, and entrepreneur. Each of these had associated obligations and 
obstacles that were built up over years of traditional expectations, most of which had 
nothing to do with disability. He decided to plan his future activities based on his own 
personal agenda, confront the barriers that came along, and screw his disability! 

10:45 AM to 11:00 AM Break 



Morning Concurrent Workshops 

(Attend a session in either Hall A or Hall B) 

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 1.1 – Location: Hall A 

Title: Media and the Portrayal of Persons with Disabilities  

Terminology used in the news tends to influence our perception of what’s correct or 
appropriate. Media personalities need to be mindful of their influence in order to avoid 
the stereotypical portrayal of persons with disabilities. Asha Tomlinson, host of CBC 
News Windsor at 5:30 and 6:00 p.m., will share her experiences and talk about the 
policies the CBC has put in place to guide their media personalities when reporting 
news involving people with disabilities. Asha will provide an opportunity to respond to 
your questions. 

Speaker: Asha Tomlinson, Host, CBC News Windsor 

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Concurrent Session 1.2 – Location: Hall B 

Title: Parenting with a Disability: Turning a Dream into a Reality  

Deciding to become a parent is a big decision for anyone to make. Social stereotypes 
indicate that when you have a disability it is virtually impossible to be a parent due to 
barriers and the lack of supports. Is this true? Come and find out how the Parenting with 
a Disability Network (PDN) has tackled some of these stereotypes by turning the 
“dream” of having a child into a reality. 

Speaker: Nancy Diane Barry, Centre for Independent Living, Toronto 

12:00 PM to 1:15 PM Lunch – Location: Hall A 

Networking and Information Fair 
Location: Hall A 

  



Afternoon Concurrent Workshops 

(Attend a session in either Hall A or Hall B) 

1:15 PM to 2:15 PM Concurrent Session 2.1 – Location: Hall A 

Title: Issues Facing People with Disabilities 

This session deals with 3 issues that sometimes face persons with disabilities. 

Ontario Direct Funding – Attendant Care Program 

Available province-wide, the Direct Funding Program enables you to receive monthly 
funds for attendants of your own choosing, to schedule as you please – whether your 
needs are at home, at work, or in the community.  

Persons with Disabilities in the Workplace – Bill 168 of the Health and Safety Act 
of Ontario and its Amended Workplace Harassment Policy 

Employers are responsible for accommodating the needs of person with disabilities in 
the workplace to perform job duties as required. Learn about Bill 168, bullying in the 
workplace and a step-by-step guide of actions needed to deflect the bully and when to 
file a complaint. 

Travelling Abroad with a Physical Disability 

Would you like to travel to an exotic location by plane or ride on a train or bus with an 
attendant for no additional charges?  There are travel agencies who arrange your trip 
with accessible accommodations, airport transfers, traveling with mobility equipment 
such as wheelchairs and packing requirements, equipment provided at your destination. 
If you have a physical disability and want to travel, educate yourself about all the 
necessary details needed to enjoy your vacation. 

Speaker: Shelley Tudin, artist, inspirational speaker and author 

  



1:15 PM to 2:15 PM Concurrent Session 2.2 – Location: Hall B 

Title: Navigating Legal Services for People with Disabilities: A Workshop for 
Frontline Workers 

This session is designed to help workers identify legal issues faced by people with 
disabilities and will discuss where they can refer callers for free legal assistance with 
those issues.  Learn which issues should be referred to ARCH and where else they can 
refer clients if ARCH cannot assist. The session will include a discussion of ARCH’s 
priority areas of service and kinds of legal issues that could arise in these areas: 
attendant services and independent living; legal capacity; students with disabilities; and 
developmental services. Find out where to refer clients for other legal issues frequently 
faced by people with disabilities, such as housing and social assistance (i.e. ODSP). 

Speaker: Ivana Petricone, Executive Director, ARCH Disability Law Centre  

2:15 PM to 2:30 PM Break 

2:30 PM to 3:30 PM Concurrent Session 3.1 – Location: Hall A 

Title: Design of Public Spaces 

As we design our public spaces, we need to keep in mind accessibility. Under the 
Integrated Accessibility Standards Regulation, the Design of Public Spaces legislates us 
to ensure that when we create new spaces or do major renovations, that we adhere to 
the Standard.  Learn about where we currently are with the proposed Built Environment 
Standard, changes to the Ontario Building Code and where the design of Public Spaces 
falls.  Gayle Jones, Diversity and Accessibility Officer for the City of Windsor will look at 
what guidelines should be followed when creating new accessible public washrooms, 
parking spaces, paths of travel, outdoor public spaces and service related elements. 

Speaker: Gayle Jones, Accessibility and Diversity Officer, City of Windsor 

2:30 PM to 3:30 PM Concurrent Session 3.2 – Location: Hall B 

Title: Exploring Trends in Words and Expressions Used to Describe Disability  

As communicators and educators, we are in a unique position to shape the public image 
of people with disabilities. The words and images we use can create either a 
straightforward, positive view of people with disabilities or an insensitive portrayal that 
reinforces common myths and is a form of self-discrimination. John will share some of 
his experiences which will give a different insight on how he defines himself and 
demonstrate how the words we use to describe persons with disabilities has an impact 
on all persons with a disability. 

Speaker: John Boyko, Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Member 


