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Exercise Spring Day VII 
On Tuesday, May 26, and Wednesday, May 27, 2015, various officials and 
staff of The County of Essex, municipalities of LaSalle, Essex, Lakeshore, and 
Tecumseh, as well as a large number of community partners, provincial and 
federal departments and private industry will participate in Exercise Spring 
Day VII. 

Training and exercises such as Spring Day VII are designed to enhance 
individual and agency abilities across our region to respond to both natural 
and man-made disasters. This is also a part of a series of annual 
municipal/regional training exercises that have been developed to test and 
confirm the various aspects of emergency preparedness, emergency 
response plans and mutual aid capabilities across Windsor and Essex 
County.  

Exercise Spring Day VII will be a continuation of the February 2015 Table 
Top and Field Exercise that was held in Windsor involving the City of Windsor 
departments and emergency services, other regional services including The 
Red Cross, Social Services, utilities providers, Windsor-Essex Health Unit, 
the provincial Heavy Urban Search and Rescue Team (HUSAR) and 
representatives from the Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency 
Management. The exercise will be based upon a Richter Scale Magnitude 6 
earthquake that was centred on the central southeast Michigan area. The 
direct and immediate effects of an earthquake of this magnitude impacts at 
least four county municipalities (LaSalle, Tecumseh, Essex and Lakeshore) 
and the City of Windsor and has an immediate short and long term effect 
upon transportation through the region and across the international border. 

The Primary Training Audience (PTA) for this exercise will include municipal 
staff and emergency response coordinators, including the assigned 
alternates, from throughout Essex County as well as other agency 
representatives including EMO, MTO, OPP, OMAFRA, MOH/Windsor/Essex 
Health Unit, the University of Windsor and The Cross-Border Institute, school 
boards, municipal police and fire agencies, Windsor Regional Hospital sites 
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and Hotel Dieu-Grace Health Services site, social services, The Canadian Red 
Cross, 211 Call Centre, Humane Society/SPCA, a number of Federal 
government departments (Transport Canada, CBSA), Windsor Port 
Authority, Ambassador Bridge, media outlets and private industry 
representatives. With an extensive, wide-ranging and, in some cases, 
overlapping PTA, as well as the requirement to continue to provide normal 
day-to-day services, it is preferable to conduct the exercise over a two day 
period. 

A Media and Emergency Information component will also be practiced 
during the exercise to introduce and familiarize municipal and agency 
spokespersons in the preparation and dissemination of the most current, 
accurate and detailed information available to the media and the public 
during an emergency event. This year’s event will invite the media and 
public to become directly involved in exercise communications, crisis 
mapping and public awareness through social media sites such as Twitter 
and Facebook, using the identification hashtag of #SPRINGDAY7. 
Additional details and guidelines for this aspect of the exercise will be issued 
separately through the participating agencies’ social media sites.  

Exercise participants will use a variety of technologies such as emergency 
notification and communications systems, the 211 Call Centre, and WebEOC, 
a web-based, emergency information management software system used in 
all local municipal emergency operations centers. The exercise, a Table Top 
format, will be conducted each day at the Essex County Civic Centre, 360 
Fairview Avenue West, Essex, and consist of a series of scenario and 
problem presentations followed by group discussions within and between 
municipalities, agencies and a regional Joint Traffic Coordination Centre. 
Exercise “play” will occur each day from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

Community Emergency Management Coordinators from each participating 
municipality, emergency service and community support agency 
representatives will be the main points of contact throughout the exercise 
events. In the meantime, should you wish further information please 
contact: 

Essex County Emergency Management Coordinator, Phil Berthiaume 
- 519-776-2024  
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