
Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting 
Agenda

(also available at www.countyofessex.on.ca) 

Thursday, September 24, 2015
Committee Room E 

2nd Floor, Essex County Civic Centre
360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex

Electronic Agenda Instructions: Anything in blue and underlined
denotes an attachment/link.  By clicking the links on the agenda page, you 
can jump directly to that section of the agenda.  To manoeuver back to the 
agenda page, use the Ctrl + Home keys simultaneously or use the 
“Bookmark” icon on the navigation panel to the left of your screen.

3:00 PM Regular Meeting

1. Call to Order

2. Recording of Attendance

3. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

4. Adoption of Previous Meeting Minutes

Moved by 
Seconded by 
That the minutes of the August 27, 2015 Meeting of the Essex 
County Accessibility Advisory Committee be adopted as 
presented.

5. Delegations and Presentations

A) There are no delegations or presentations scheduled 
for this meeting.

Corporation of the County of Essex Phone: 519-776-6441
360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1Y6 FAX: 519-776-4455
TTY Telephone (Toll Free): 1-877-624-4832
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6. Communications

A) Correspondence

1) Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
Alliance 

View recent online versions of Accessibility News 
from the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities 
Act Alliance (AODA Alliance). 

Subscribe to receive AODA Alliance RSS news feeds 
directly.

Moved by 
Seconded by 
That the correspondence listed on the agenda for September 24, 
2015, be received any noted action be approved.

7. Reports and Questions

8. Unfinished Business

A) Planning for 2015 Accessibility Workshop

An update on the latest revisions to Agenda, 
registrant numbers, budget, catering, evaluation 
form and promotional information will be provided at 
the meeting.

B) International Day of Persons with Disabilities – 
Thursday, December 3rd, 2015

The theme for 2015 is:  Inclusion matters: access and 
empowerment for people of all abilities. 

As well, there are three sub-themes for 2015:

•Making cities inclusive and accessible for all
•Improving disability data and statistics
•Including persons with invisible disabilities in society and 
development
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At the previous meeting, the Committee discussed 
attending County Council as a delegation on December 2nd

to provide the Annual Report and to recognize 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities by showing a 
video.  Committee members have suggested the following 
video clips be considered for the Council presentation

http://youtu.be/izkN5vLbnw8 (16 minutes)

http://shareably.net/blind-mom-cooks-in-dark/  
(4.44 minutes)

C) Barrier Free Canada  

At the August 27th meeting, the Committee deferred 
discussion on the request to support the movement to 
enact a Canadians with Disabilities Act, to allow Committee 
members more time to review the initiative.

9. New Business 

A) Manager of Corporate Communications and 
Accessibility Position

The County of Essex is currently recruiting for a new 
position called Manager of Corporate Communications and 
Accessibility.

Accessibility related duties for this position will include:

Research, develop and implement policies, 
procedures and training as they relate to accessibility 
legislation

Provide accessibility expertise and legislative 
guidance to planning, communications and policy 
development activities

Coordinate and prepare mandatory accessibility 
compliance reports

Ensure compliance with legislation regarding 
accessibility through development of appropriate 
policies and procedures
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Coordinate, develop and implement appropriate 
accessibility training programs, including developing 
all necessary training and educational materials

Identify accessibility issues, needs, resources and 
opportunities for integrated planning across the 
Corporation

Provide leadership, support and expertise in 
accessibility-related issues to staff

Provide ongoing education to staff and councillors 
regarding accessibility

Coordinate and lead the administration for the Essex 
County Accessibility Advisory Committee

Provide ongoing support to the Essex County 
Accessibility Advisory Committee including 
preparation of agendas and minutes of the 
Committee

Update accessibility plan as required and ensure 
Senior Management Team is aware of plan updates

Coordinate promotional activities including, but not 
limited to: workshops, accessibility awareness 
activities, and publications for the Essex County 
Accessibility Advisory Committee  

10. Next Meeting Date – Thursday, November 5  th thor 19 ,
2015. 

11. Adjournment

This document is available in alternative formats upon request.



Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Minutes

Thursday, August 27, 2015
3:00 PM
Room D

2nd Floor, Essex County Civic Centre
360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex, Ontario

1. Call to Order

2. Recording of Attendance

Members Present: Gord Queen (Chair)
Christine Easterbrook (Vice - Chair)
John Boyko
Rosemary Florence
Charles Wimperis
Debbie Alexander
Therese Lecuyer

Also Present: Mary Brennan, County of Essex
Sue White, County of Essex

3. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest

4. Adoption of Minutes

16-15 Moved by Mrs. Lecuyer
Seconded by Ms. Easterbrook
That the minutes of the June 11, 2015 meeting of the Essex 
County Accessibility Advisory Committee be adopted as 
presented. Carried

5. Delegations and Presentations

There were no delegations or presentations scheduled.



Essex County Accessibility Advisory Committee Minutes
Page 2 of 6
August 27, 2015

6. Communications

A) Correspondence

(1) Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
Alliance

View recent online versions of Accessibility 
News from the Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act Alliance (AODA Alliance).

Subscribe to receive AODA Alliance RSS news 
feeds directly

17-15 Moved by Mr. Boyko
Seconded by Ms. Easterbrook
That the correspondence listed on the agenda for Thursday, 
August 27, 2015 be received and no action be approved.
Carried

7. Reports and Questions

8. Unfinished Business

A) Planning for 2015 Accessibility Workshop

Mrs. Brennan provided an update on the Agenda, 
registration forms, budget, evaluation form and 
promotional information.

(1) Speaker Session Moderators

Committee members indicated which session(s) they 
wished to moderate as follows:

Keynote Speaker:  Gord Queen
Mental Health Response Initiative: Rosemary Florence
How to conduct a Structural Accessibility Audit: Charles 
Wimperis
Breaking Barriers to Business: John Boyko
Adaptive Cooking: Christine Easterbrook
Parenting with a Disability: Therese Lecuyer
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8. Unfinished Business (Continued…)

Changing Facilities and Services of our Public Libraries: 
Charles Wimperis

Mrs. Brennan advised that she has asked the speakers to 
provide biographies so that they could be read by the 
Committee member prior to the speaker’s session.

(2) Registration Forms and Evaluation Form

The Committee members reviewed the draft registration 
forms for the Workshop, Information Fair and the 
Evaluation Form and suggested the following changes:

Mr. Boyko mentioned the individual who has 
attended the Workshop in the past who requires a 
lift for the washroom facilities. It was agreed that 
Mr. Boyko would advise this individual to make 
sure he notes his special accommodation needs 
on the registration form since sometimes 
Administration staff from the municipalities fill out 
the forms for individuals. It was also agreed that 
No. 15 on the Workshop Registration form would 
be amended to read “Please specify any other
special accommodation needs (i.e. lift)”. Mrs. 
Brennan advised that if the individual requires a 
lift and harness that they could be rented from 
one of the businesses that specialize in this 
equipment.

On No. 7 – change wording to indicate that Full 
Day (includes lunch - $35.00), Partial Day – (no
charge – no lunch)

Evaluation Form – It was suggested that more 
room be allowed for comment on the sessions. In 
addition, it was requested that a Word document 
be prepared of the Evaluation Form in larger 
print.
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8. Unfinished Business (Continued…)

(3) Other Details

Mr. Boyko suggested that Administration look at 
possibly using the music room instead of the 
conference rooms for the Workshop at the 
Church.

Mrs. Florence and Mrs. Lecuyer volunteered to 
help with registrations

Mr. Wimperis volunteered to assist with the 
coffee.

Mrs. Florence stated that she would pick up 3 fruit 
trays from the Superstore in Leamington and 
mini-muffins.  She stated that the Superstore 
would provide a discount on the trays if a letter 
were provided to them advising that we were a 
non-profit organization.  Mrs. Brennan stated she 
would draft up the letter for the Superstore. Mrs. 
Brennan also stated that diabetic cookies and a 
gluten free option should be provided for the 
Workshop as well.  Mrs. Alexander offered to also 
bake for the Workshop.  It was estimated that the 
fruit trays and muffins would cost approximately 
$175 - $100.

(4) Advertising

A banner will be placed on the home page of the 
Website and the website will be updated with the 
revised registration forms

Local Accessibility Advisory Committees and the 
municipalities will be emailed information about 
the workshop

211 Fax Broadcast

Community Bulletins

CFTV and Cogeco community events banners
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8. Unfinished Business (Continued…)

Posters and Brochures will be distributed.

A news broadcast will go out to anyone who has 
signed up for accessibility news online.

Media release

9. New Business

A) International Day of Persons with Disabilities – Thursday, 
December 3rd, 2015

United Nations' (UN) International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities is annually held on December 3 to focus on 
issues that affect people with disabilities worldwide. 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities re-affirms 
and draws attention to the rights of people who live with 
disabilities.

People from many countries worldwide participate in 
various ways to promote the International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities.

Mrs. Brennan suggested that if the Committee wishes to 
provide an annual report and update to County Council, 
that meeting could be scheduled for the December 2nd, 
2015 meeting of County Council, in conjunction with an 
activity or presentation in recognition of International 
Persons with Disabilities Day. She noted that it doesn’t 
appear that the theme for the 2015 International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities has been established yet.

It was agreed that the Committee would present their 
annual report, talk about the Workshop and present a 
video.

B) Barrier Free Canada

Mrs. Florence noted that Barrier Free Canada was looking 
for a letter of support for the movement to enact a 
Canadians with Disabilities Act. It was agreed that this 
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9. New Business (Continued…)

issue would be tabled for the next meeting of the 
committee in order to provide an opportunity for the 
members to review the information.

10. Next Meeting Date

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Committee would be 
held on Thursday, September 24, 2015 at 3:00 PM at the 
Civic Centre. Mrs. Brennan stated that there may not be a need 
to have a meeting in October since the Workshop would be held 
on October 20th.

11. Adjournment

On motion of Mr. Boyko and Mr. Wimperis, the meeting 
adjourned at 3:55 PM.


