
 
 

The Essex County Library operates a system of 14 branch libraries that provide 
library materials and services to all residents of Essex County. It is the mission 
of our service that the Essex County Library welcomes you to a world of 
discovery, creativity and lifelong learning through accessible resources, 
programs and innovative services.  

Library facilities are provided by the local municipality with one facility located in 
each of Amherstburg, LaSalle, Leamington and Tecumseh, three facilities in 
both Essex and Kingsville, and four in Lakeshore. The hours of operation range 
from 59 hours a week at the largest branches to 12 at the smallest. 

The Essex County Library is funded through the County of Essex, and the 
Province of Ontario. The Library’s annual budget totals approximately 
$4,697,000 with wages and benefits comprising 64% and library materials 
17%. 

The Library Board consists of seven members. Following municipal elections, 
each local municipality in Essex County, forwards to the County Clerk, the 
names of potential nominees from their municipality. The Essex County Striking 
Committee shall review the nominees received and makes final 
recommendations for the Essex County Library Board appointees to County 
Council for approval. The number of County Councillors appointed to the Library 
Board shall not exceed four, in accordance with the Public Libraries Act.  

Library Board members are compensated through payment of a stipend for 
meetings attended and a per kilometre reimbursement for travel to and from 
meetings. 

Library Board meetings are held once a month (except for July and August), 
usually at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month. The Library board 
typically meets in the Board Room at the Administrative office.  

The Library administrative office is located at the Essex Civic and Educational 
Centre (360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex). The Administration, computer 
network services, ordering and processing of library materials are centralized 
here, allowing our branches to focus exclusively on serving the public 



 

The Library’s Management Team, responsible for the daily operation of the 
Library, is made up of the Chief Librarian (Robin Greenall), the Deputy Chief 
Librarian / Manager of Branches (Jennifer Franklin McInnis) and the Manager of 
Technical Services (Pat Knight). The Library has approximately 100 employees, 
85% of whom are part-time.  

All public library services in the County are provided through the Essex County 
Library. Resources are shared throughout the county, with a daily weekday 
delivery to all fourteen branches. County residents can access the resources of 
the entire system through any branch library and via the Internet. 

In November 2007 the Facility Planning Study was completed.  The results of 
that study indicate that the Essex County Library system will need to double in 
size by 2021 in order to meet the projected population growth of the county.   
Additional library space is required in all municipalities with the exception of the 
Town of Essex, in order to meet the plan’s recommendations and the guidelines 
established by the Administrators of Rural Urban Public Libraries.   

In 2014, the Essex County Library opened three new branch facilities; one in 
the Town of LaSalle, and two in the Town of Lakeshore.  The new Bill Varga 
branch in LaSalle, is in a shared facility with the towns’ municipal services. The 
new location provides 12,000 square feet of dedicated library space, plus an 
additional programming room. The new branch accommodates programming 
space, private study/ meeting spaces and areas for larger community 
gatherings.  

The Town of Lakeshore has built two new multipurpose centres; the Millen 
Centre in the community of Woodslee, and the Atlas Tube Centre in the 
community of Belle River.  

The Woodslee Branch in the Millen Centre is approximately 1800 square feet of 
dedicated library space, and shared access to programming rooms. The Centre 
allows for the development of community partnerships and shared 
programming services.  

The Atlas Tube Centre will be open in late 2014. The Toldo Foundation Branch is 
located in a share Multi- Use Recreation facility in the community of Belle River. 
The Branch provides 8,000 square feet of dedicated library space, and shared 
access to several community rooms and a gymnasium. The placement of the 
library creates an opportunity for the Essex County Library to develop 
partnerships with the Town of Lakeshore for programming and outreach 
purposes. 



The Essex County Library supports its mission statement by “connecting 
communities”.  Through Wednet, Essex County Libraries have high speed 
connectivity to the web. All branches have free Internet computer workstations. 
All branches have free Wi-Fi so that residents and visitors can use their own 
laptops to access the Internet.   

The Library Board has given a high priority to making a significant investment in 
digital resources: e-books, e- audio books, information databases and local 
history resources to meet present and future demands. The virtual library 
continues to grow in popularity and usage as more and more residents 
download library resources to their own devices. 

To take advantage of the on-line services offered by the Essex County Library, 
visit the web site at www.essexcountylibrary. 


